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FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE

ARTICLE 1. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION, FINDINGS OF FACT, PURPOSE AND
OBJECTIVES.

SECTION A. STATUTORY AUTHORIZATION.

The Legislature of the Stateof Mississippi hasin Title 17, Chapter 1, Mississippi Code 1972 Annotated del egated

the responsibility to local government units to adopt regulations designed to promote the public health, safety, and

general welfare of its citizenry. Therefore, the Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Vicksburg, Missisd ppi
does hereby adopt the following floodplain management regulations.
SECTION B. FINDINGS OF FACT.

1) The flood hazard areas of Vicksburg, Missisdppi are subject to periodic inundation, which resultsin loss of
life and property, health and safety hazards, disruption of commerce and governmental services,
extraordinary public expenditures for flood protection and relief, and impairment of the tax base, dl of
which adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare.

(2) These flood losses are caused by the cumulative effect of obstructions in floodplains causing increases in
flood heights and vel ocities, and by the occupancy inflood hazard areas by uses vulnerable to floods or
hazardous to other lands which are inadequately elevated, flood-proofed, or otherwise unprotected from
flood damages.

SECTION C. STATEMENT OF PURPOSE.

It is the purpose of this ordinance to promote the public health, safety and general welfare and to minimize public
and private lossesdue to flood conditions in specific areas by provisions designed to:

(1) Restrict or prohibit uses which are dangerous to health, safety and property due to water or erosion hazards,
which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights velocities;

(2) Require that usesvulnerable to floods, including facilitieswhich serve such uses, be protected against flood
damage at the time of initial construction;

(3) Control the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers which are
involved in the accomm odation of flood waters;

(4) Control filling, grading, dredging and other development which may increase erosion or flood damage, and;

(5) Prevent or reguldae the construction of flood barriers which will unnaturally divert floodwaters or which
may increase flood hazards to other lands.

SECTION D. OBJECTIVES.
The objectives of this ordinance are:
(1) To protect human life and health;

(2) To minimize expenditure of public money for costly flood control projects;



3) To minimize the need for rescue and relief effortsassociated with flooding and generally undertaken at the
expense of the general public;

(4) To minimize prolonged business interruptions;

(5) To minimize damage to public facilities and utilities such as water and gas mains, electric, telephone and
sewer lines, street and bridges located in floodplains;

(6) To help maintain a stable tax base by providing for the sound use and development of flood prone areasin
such a manner as to minimize flood blight areas, and;

(7 To ensure that potential homebuyers are notified that propertyisin aflood area.
SECTION E. METHOD S OF REDUCING FLOOD LOSSES.
In order to accomplish its purposes, this ordinance includes methods and provisions for:

(1) Restricting or prohibiting useswhich are dangerousto health, safety, and property due to water or erosion
hazards, or which result in damaging increases in erosion or in flood heights or v elocities;

(2) Requiring that uses vulnerable to floods, including facilities which serve such uses, be protected against
flood damage at the time of initial construction;

(3) Controlling the alteration of natural floodplains, stream channels, and natural protective barriers, which
help accommodate or channel flood waters;

(4) Controlling filling, grading, dredging, and other development which may increase flood damage; and,
(5) Preventing or regulating the construction of flood barriers that will unnaturally divert floodwatersor may

increase flood hazards in other areas.

ARTICLE 2. DEFINITIONS.

Unless specifically defined below, words or phrases used in this ordinance shall be interpreted so as to give them the
meaning they have in common usage and to give this ordinance its most reasonable application.

A Zone means portions of the SFHA in which the principle source of flooding is runoff from rainfall, snowmelt, or a
combination of both. In A zones, floodwaters may move slowly or rapidly, but waves are usually not a significant
threat to buildings. Areas of 100-year flood, base flood elevaions and flood hazard factors not determined.

Al - A30 and AE zone is the Special Flood Hazard Area inundated by the 100-year flood, base flood elevations are
determined.

Accessory structure (Appurtenant structure) means a structure, which islocated on the same parcel of property as the
principle structure and the use of which is incidentd to the useof the principle structure. Accessory structures
should constitute a minimal initial investment, may not be used for human habitation, and be designed to have
minimal flood damage potential. Examples of accessory structures are detached garages, carports, storage sheds,
pole barns, and hay sheds.

Addition (to an existing building) means any walled and roofed expansion to the perimeter of a building in which the
addition isconnected by a common load-bearing wall other than a firewall. Any waled and roofed addition, which
is connected by a firewall or isseparated by independent perimeter load-bearing walls, isnew construction.



AH zoneis an area of 100-year shallow flooding where depths are between 1 and 3 feet (usually shallow ponding),
base flood elevations are shown.

AO zoneis an aea of 100-year shdlow flooding where depths are between 1 and 3 feet (usually sheet flow on
sloping terrain), flood depths are shown.

Appeal means arequest for areview of the floodplain administrator’s interpretation of any provision of this
ordinance or arequest for a variance

AR/AL1 — A30, AR/AE, AR/AH, AR/AO, and AR/A zones are SFHAs that result from the decertification of a
previously accredited flood protection sysgem that is in the process of being regored to provide a 100-year or greater
level of flood protection. After restoration is complete, these areas will still experience residual flooding from other
flooding sources.

A99 zoneisthat part of the SFHA inundated by the 100-year flood to be protected from the 100-year flood by a
Federal flood protection sygem under construction, no base flood elevationsare determined.

Area of shallow flooding means a desgnated AO or AH Zone on the community s Flood Insurance Rate Map
(FIRM) with flood depthsfrom one to three feet wherea clearly defined channel does not exist, where the path of
flooding isunpredictable and indeterminate, and where velocity flow may be evident. Suchflooding ischaracterized
by ponding or sheet flow.

Area of special flood hazard is the land in thefloodplain within a community subject to aone- percent or greater
chance of flooding in any given year.

B and X zones (shaded) are areas of 500-year flood, areas subject to the 100-year flood with average depths of less
than 1 foot or with contributing drainage area less than 1 square mile, and areas protected by levees from the base
flood.

Base flood means the flood having a one percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given year (als called
the “100-year flood”) .

Base Hood Elevation (BFE) istheelevation shown on the Flood Insurance RateMap (FIRM) for Zones AE, AH,
A1-30, AR, AR/A, AR/AE, AR/A1-A30, AR/AH, AR/AO, V1-V30, and VE that indicates the water surface
elevation resulting from a flood that has a 1-percent or greater chance of being equaled or exceeded in any given
year.

Basement means that portion of a building having its floor sub-grade (below ground level) on all sides.

Breakaway wall means awall that is not part of the structural support of the building and isintended through its
design and construction to collapse under specific lateral loading forceswithout causng damage to the devated
portion of the building or the supporting foundation system. Thisis associated with V Zone construction.

Building see Structure.
C and X (unshaded) zones are areas determined to be outside the 500-year floodplain.

Coastal A Zone means theportion of the SFHA landward of aV zone or landward of an open coast without mapped
V zones, inwhich the principal sources of flooding are astronomical tides, storm surges seiches, or tsunamis, not
riverine sources Coastal A zones may be subject to wave effects, velocity flows erosion, scour, or combinations of
these forces and are treated as V zones.

Coastal Barrier Resources System (CBRS) isfound in undeveloped communities, coagal barriers, and other
protected areas designated as subject to certain flood coverage restrictions. These areas were identified by the
Coastal Barrier Resources Act of 1982 (CBRA) and the Coastal Barrier Improvement Act of 1990 and areshown on
appropriate FIRM panels.



Coastal high hazard area means an area of special flood hazard extending from offshore to the inland limit of a
primary frontal dune along anopen coast and any other area subject to high velocity wave action from storms or
seismic sources. The areais designated on the FIRM as ZoneV1 - V30, or VEor V.

Community is a political entity that has the authority to adopt and enforce floodplain ordinances for the area under
its jurisdiction.

Community Raing System (CRS) is a program developed by the Federal Insurance Adminigration to provide
incentives for those communities in the Regular Program that have gone beyond the minimum floodplain
management requirements to develop extra measures to provide protection from flooding.

Community Hood Hazard Area(CFHA) is an area that has been determined by the Floodplain Administrator (or
other delegated, designated, or qualified community official) from availabletechnical studies, historical information,
and other available and reliable sources, which may be subject to periodic inundation by floodwaters that can
adversely affect the public health, safety and general welfare. T hisincludes areas downstream from dams.

Critical facility means a facility for which even a slight chance of flooding might be too great. Critical facilities
include, but are not limited to schools, nursing homes, hospitals, police, fire and emergency response installations,
installations which produce, use or store hazardous materials or hazardous wage.

D zoneisan aeain which theflood hazard is undeermined.

Dam means any atificial barrier, including appurtenant works, with the ability to impound water, wastewater, or
liquid borne materials and which (a) is 25 feet or more in height from the natural bed of the stream or watercourse
measured at the downstream toe of the barrier, or from the lowest elevation of the outside limit of the barrier, if itis
not across a stream channel or watercourse, to the maximum water storage elevation; or (b) has an impounding
capacity at maximum water storage elevation of 50 acre-feet or more.

(a) This definition does not apply to any such barrier which is not in excess of 6-feetin height
regardless of storage capacity or which has a gorage capacity & maximum waer storage elevation
not greater than 15-acre feet regardless of height, unless such a barrier, due to its location or other
physical characteristics, is classified as a high hazard potential dam.

(b) No obstruction in a canal used to raise or lower water shall be considered adam; and,

(©) A fill or structure for highway or railroad use for any other purpose, which may impound water,
may be subject to review by the Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality and shall be
considered adam if the criteria of this definition are found applicable and is classified as a high
hazard potential dam.

Development means any man-made change to improved or unimproved real estate, including, but not limited to,
buildings or other structures, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavating, drilling operations, or permanent
storage of materials or equipment.

Elevated building means a non-basement building built to have the lowest floor elevated abovethe ground level by
means of fill, solid foundation perimeter walls, pilings, columns (posts and piers), shear walls, or break away walls.

Elevation Certificate isa certified statement that verifies a building’s elevation information.
Emergency Program means the first phase under which a community participatesin the NFIP. Itisintended to
provide afirst layer amount of insurance at subsidized rates on all insurable buildings in that community before the

eff ective date of the initial FIRM.

Encroachment means the advance or infringement of uses, plant growth, fill, excavation, buildings, permanent
structures or development into a floodplain, which may impede or alter the flow capacity of a floodplain.



Existing Construction any structure for which the “start of construction” commenced before August 21, 1989.

Existing manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which the
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a
minimum the installation of utilities, the construction of streets, and either final ste grading or the pouring of
concrete pads) is completed before the effective date of the floodplain management regulations adopted by a
community before August 21, 1989.

Expansion to an existing manufactured home park or subdivision means the preparation of additional stes by the
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including the
installation of utilities the construction of streets, and either final site grading or the pouring of concrete pads).

Five-Hundred Y ear Flood means the flood that has a 0.2 percent chance of being equaled or exceeded in any year.
Areas subject to the 500-year flood have a moderate to low risk of flooding.

Flood or flooding means a general and temporary condition of partial or complete inundation of normally dry land
areas from:

a) Theoverflow of inland or tidal waters;
b.) The unusual and rapid accumulation or runoff of surface waters from any source.

Flood Boundary and Floodway Map (FBFM ) means the official map on which the Federal Emergency Management
Agency (FEMA) or Federal Insurance Administration (FIA) has delineated the areas of flood hazards and regulatory
floodway.

Flood Hazard Boundary Map (FHB M) means an official map of a community, issued by FEMA, where the
boundaries of the areas of special flood hazard have been identified as Zone A.

Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM ) means an official map of a community, on which FEMA has delineated both the
areas of special flood hazard and the risk premium zones applicable to the community.

Flood Insurance Study (FIS) is the official hydraulic & hydrologic report provided by FEMA. The report contains
flood profiles, as well as the FIRM, FHBM (where applicable) and thewater surface elevation of the base flood.

Floodplain means any land area susceptible to being inundated by flood waters from any source.

Floodplain management means the operation of an overdl program of corrective and preventive measures for
reducing flood damage and preserving and enhancing, where possible, natural resources inthe floodplain, including
but not limited to emergency preparedness plans, flood control works, floodplain management regulations, and open
space plans.

Floodplain Administrator is the individual appointed to administer and enforce the floodplain management
regulations.

Floodplain management regulations means this ordinance and other zoning ordinances, subdivision regulations,
building codes, health regulations, spedal purpose ordinances, and other applicationsof police power which control
development in flood-prone areas. Thisterm describes federal, state or local regulations in any combination thereof,
which provide standards for preventing and reducing flood loss and damage.

Floodproofing Certificate is a form used to certify compliance for non-residential structures as an alternative to
elevating buildings to or above the BFE.

Floodw ay means the channel of ariver or other watercour se and the adjacent land areas that must be reserved in
order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than one foot.



Floodway fringe means that area of the floodplain on either side of the regulatory floodway where encroachment
may be permitted without additional hydraulic and/or hydrologic analysis.

Freeboard meansa factor of safety, usually expressed in feet above the BFE, which isapplied for the purposes of
floodplain management. It is used to compensate for the many unknown factors that could contribute to flood
heights greater than those cal culated for the base flood.

Functionally dependent facility meansa facility which cannot be used for its intended purpose unless it is located or
carried out in close proximity to water, such as a docking or portfacility necessary for theloading and unloading of
cargo or passengers, shipbuilding, ship repair, or seafood processing facilities. The term does not include long-term
storage, manufacture, sales, or service facilities.

Hardship (as related to variances of this ordinance) means the exceptional hardship that would result from a failure
to grant therequested variance. The City of Vicksburg requires that the variance is exceptional, unusual, and
peculiar to the property involved. Mere economic or financial hardship alone is NOT exceptional. Inconvenience,
aesthetic considerations, physical handicaps, personal preferences, or the disapproval of one’s neighbors likewise
cannot, as arule, qualify as an exceptional hardship. All of these problems can be resolved through other means
without granting a variance, even if the alternative is more expensive, or requires the property owner to build
elsewhere or put the parcel to a different use thanoriginally intended.

Hazard potential meansthe possible adverse incremental consequences that result from the release of water or gored
contents due to failure of adam or mis-operation of a dam or appurtenances. The hazard potential classification of a
dam does not reflect in any way on the current condition of a dam and its appurtenant structures (e.g., safety,
structural integrity, flood routing capacity).

High hazard potential dam means a dam assigned the high hazard potential classification where failure or mis-
operation will probably cause loss of human life.

Highest adjacent grade means the highest natural elevation of the ground surface, prior to construction, next to the
proposed walls of a building.

Historic Structure means any structure that is:

a) Listed individudly in the National Regiger of Historic Places (alisting maintained by the Department of
Interior) or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as meeting the requirements for individual
listing on the National Register:

b.) Certified or preliminarily determined by the Secretary of the Interior as contributing to the historical
significance of aregistered historic or a district preliminarily determined by the Secretary to qualify asa
registered historic district:

c.) Individually listed on a state inventory of historic placesin stateswith higtoric preservation programs which
have been approved by the Secretary of thelnterior; or

d.) Individually listed on alocal inventory historic places in communities with historic preservation programs that
have been certified either:

1. By an approved gate program as determined by the Secretary of the Interior, or
2. Directly by the Secretary of the Interior in states without appr oved programs.

Increased Cost of Compliance (ICC) means the cost to repair a substantially damaged building that exceeds the
minimal repair cost and thatis required to bring a substantially damaged building into compliance with the local
flood damage prevention ordinance. Acceptable mitigation measures are elevation, relocation, demolition, or any
combination thereof. All renewal and new business policies with effective dates on or after June 1, 1997, will
include ICC coverage.



Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) is an official amendment, by letter, to an effective NFIP map. A LOMA
establishesa property’ slocation inrelation tothe SFHA.

Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) is an official revision, by letter, to an effective NFIP map. A LOMR may change
flood insurance risk zones, flood plain boundary delineations, planimetric features, and/or BFEs.

Letter of M ap Revision Based on Fill (LOMR-F) is an official revision by letter to an effective NFI P map. A
LOMR-F provides FEMA's determination concerning whether a structure or parcel has been elevated on fill above
the BFE and excluded fromthe SFHA.

Levee means a man-made structure, usually an earthen embank ment, designed and constructed in accordance with
sound engineering practices to contain, control, or divertthe flow of water so as to provide protection from
temporary flooding.

Levee system meansa flood protection system which consistsof alevee, or levees, and associated structures, such as
closure and drainage devices, which are constructed and operated in accordance with sound engineering practices.
For alevee system to be recognized, the following criteria must be met. All closure devicesor mechanical systems
for internal drainage, whether manual or automatic, mug be operated in accordance with an officially adopted
operation manual (a copy of which must be provided to FEMA by the operator when levee or drainage system
recognition is being sought or revised). All operations must be under the jurisdiction of a Federal or State agency,
an agency created by Federd or State law, or an agency of a community participating in the NFIP.

Low hazard potential dam means a dam assigned the low hazard potential classification where failure or mis-
operation results in no probable loss of human life and low economic and/or environmental losses. Losses are
limited to the owner’s property.

Lowest adjacent grad e means the elevation of the sidewalk, patio, deck support, or basement entryw ay immediately
next to the structure and after the completion of construction. It does not include earth that is emplaced for aesthetic
or landscape reasonsaround a foundationwall. Itdoes include natural ground or properly compacted fill that
comprises a component of a building’s foundation system.

Lowest floor meansthe lowes floor of the lowest enclosed area (including basement). An unfinished or flood
resistant enclosure, used solely for parking of vehicles, building access, or storage, in an area other than a basement,
is not considered a building’s lowest floor, provided that such enclosure is not built so as to render the structure in
violation of the non-elevation provisions of thiscode.

Manufactured home means a structure, transportable in one or more sections, which is built on a permanent chassis
and designed to be used with or without a permanent foundation when attached to the required utilities. The term
manufactur ed home does not include a “recreational vehicle.”

Manufactured home park or subdivision means a parcel (or contiguous parcels) of land divided into two or more
manufactured home lots for rent or sale.

Map Panel Number is the four-digit number followed by a letter suffix assigned by FEMA on a flood map. The first
four digits represent the map panel, and theletter suffix represents the number of times the map panel has been
revised. (T he letter “A” isnot used by FEMA, the letter “B” is the first revision.)

Map Amendment means a change to an effective NFIP map that results in the exclusion from the SFHA or an
individual structure or alegally described parcel of land that has been inadvertently included in the SFHA (i.e., no
alterations of topography have occurred since the date of the first NFIP map that showed the structureor parcel to be
within the SFHA.

Market value means the building value, excludingthe land (as agreed between a willing buyer and seller), as
established by what the local real estate market will bear. Market value can be established by independent certified
appraisal, replacement cost depreciated by age of building (Actual Cash Value) or adjusted assessed values.



Mean Sea Level means the average height of the sea for all stages of the tide. It isused as a referencefor
establishing various elevations within the floodplain. For purposes of this ordinance, the term is synonymous with
National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD).

Mitigation means sustained actions taken to reduce or eliminate long-term risk to people and property from hazards
and their effeds. The purpose of mitigation is twofold: to protect people and structures, and to minimize the costs of
disaster response and recovery.

National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP) is the federal program that makes flood insurance available to owners of
property in participating communities nationwide through the cooperative efforts of the Federal Government and the
private insurance industry.

National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGVD) as corrected in 1929 isa vertical control used as areference for
establishing varying elevations within the floodplain.

New Construction meansany structure for which the “ start of construction” commenced after August 21, 1989. .
The term also includes any subsequent improvements to such a structure.

New manufactured home park or subdivision means a manufactured home park or subdivision for which the
construction of facilities for servicing the lots on which the manufactured homes are to be affixed (including at a
minimum, the ingallaion of utilities, the construction of streets, and either find site grading or the pouring of
concrete pads) is completed on or after the effectiv e date of floodplain regulations adopted by a community.

Non-Residential means, but is not limited to; small business concerns, churches, schools, farm buildings (including
grain bins and silos), poolhouses, clubhouses, recreational buildings, mercantile structures, agricultural and industrial
structures, warehouses, and hotelsor motels with normal room rentals for lessthan 6 months duration.

Obstruction includes, but is not limited to, any dam, wall, wharf, embankment, levee, dike, pile, abutment,
protection, excavation, channelization, bridge, conduit, culvert, building, wire, fence, rock, gravel, refuse, fill,
structure, vegetation or other material in, along, across or projecting into any watercourse which may alter, impede,
retard or change the direction and/or velocity of theflow of water, or due to its location, its propensity to share or
collect debris carried by the flow of water, or its likelihood of being carried downstream.

One-Hundred Y ear Flood (100-Y ear Flood) is the flood that has al-percent or greater chance of being equaled or
exceeded in any given year. Any flood zone that begins with the letter A or V is subject to the 100-year flood. Over
the life of a 30-year loan, there isa 26-percent chance of experiencing such a flood withthe SFHA.

Participating Community is any community that voluntarily elects to participate in the NFIP by adopting and
enforcing floodplain management regulationsthat are consistent with the standards of the NFIP.

Post-FIRM Construction means construction or substantial improvement that garted on or after the effective date of
theinitial FIRM of the community or after December 31, 1974, whichever is later.

Pre-FIRM Construction means construction or substantial improvement, which started on or before December 31,
1974, or before the effective date of the initial FIRM of the community, whichever is |ater.

Probation a means of formally notifying participating communities of violations and deficiencies in the
administration and enforcement of the local floodplain management regulations.

Public safety and nuisance, anything which is injuriousto safety or hedth of an entire community or neighborhood,
or any consderable number of persons, or unlawfully obgsructsthe free passageor use, in the cusomary manner, of
any navigable lake, or river, bay, stream, canal, or basin.

Recreational vehicle means a vehicle that is:

a.) Built on asingle chassis;



b.) 400 square feet or less when measured at the largest horizontal projection;
c.) Designed to be self-propelled or permanently towable by a light duty truck; and,

d.) Designed primarily not for use as a per manent dw elling but as temporary living quarters for recreational,
camping, travel, or seasonal use.

Regular Program means the phase of the community’s participation in the NFIP where more comprehensive
floodplain management requirements are impo sed and higher amounts of insurance are available based upon risk
zones and elevationsdetermined in a FIS.

Regulatory floodway means the channel of ariver or other watercourse and the adjacent land areas that must be
reserved in order to discharge the base flood without cumulatively increasing the water surface elevation more than
one foot.

Repair means the reconstruction or renewal of any part of an existing building.

Repetitive Lossmeans flood-related damages sustained by a structure on two separate occasions during a 10-year
period ending on the dae of the event for which the second claim is made, in which the cog of reparing the flood
damage, on the average, equal ed or exceeded 25% of the market value of the building at the time of each such flood
event.

Reservoir means any basin, which contains or will contain impounded water, wastewater, or liquid-borne materials
by virtue of itshaving been impounded by a dam.

Section 1316 is that section of the National Flood Insurance Act of 1968, as amended, which states that no new flood
insurance coverage shall be provided for any property that the Administrator finds has been declared by a duly
constituted state or local zoning authority or other authorized public body to be in violation of state or local |aws,
regulations, or ordinances that are intended to discourage or otherwise restrict land development or occupancy in
flood-prone areas.

Significant hazard potential dam means a dam assigned the significant hazard potential classification where failure
or mis-operation results in no probable loss of human life but can cause major economic loss, environmental
damage, disruption of critical facilities, or impact other concems. Significant hazard potential dassfication dams
are often located in predominantly rural or agricultural areas but could be located in areas with population and
significant infrastructure.

Special flood hazard area (SFHA) meansthat portion of the floodplain subject to inundation by the base flood and/or
flood-related erosion hazards as shown on aFHBM or FIRM as Zone A, AE, A1 - A30,AH, AO, AR, V, VE, or
V1-V30.

Start of construction (for other than new construction or substantial improvements under the Coastal Barrier
Resources Act P. L. 97-348), includes substantial improvement, and meansthe datethe building permit was issued,
provided the actual start of construction, repair, reconstruction, or improvement was within 180 days of the permit
date. The actual start means the first placement of permanent construction of a building (including a manufactured
home) on a site, such as the pouring of slabs or footings, installation of piles, construction of columns, or any work
beyond the stage of excavation or placement of a manufactured home on a foundation. Permanent congruction does
not include land preparation, such asclearing, grading and filling;, nor does it include the installation of streets and/or
walkways; nor does it include excavation for a basement, footings, piers or foundations or the erection of temporary
forms; nor does itincludethe ingallation on the property of accessory buildings, such as garages or sheds not
occupied asdwelling units or not part of the main building. For substantial improvement, the actual sart of
construdion means the first dteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of abuilding, whether or not
that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.
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Structure meansall walled and roofed buildings, including gas or liquid storage tanksand manufactured homesthat
are princdpally above ground.

Subdivison means any division, for the purposes of sale, lease, or development, either on the installment plan or
upon any and all other plans, terms and conditions, of any tract or parcel of land into two (2) or more lots or parcels.

Subrogation means an action brought by FEMA when flood damages have occurred, flood insurance has been paid,
and all or part of the damage can be attributed to acts or omissions by a community or other third party.

Substantial Damage means any repair to abuilding for which the cos of repars equds or exceeds fifty percent of
the market value of the building prior to the damage occurring. This term includes structures that are categorized as
repetitive | oss.

For the purposes of this definition, “repair” is considered to occur when the first repair or reconstruction of any wall,
ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences.

The term does not apply to:

a) Any project for improvement of abuilding required to comply with existing health, sanitary, or safety code
specifications which have been identified by the Code Enforcement Official and which are solely necessary
to assure safe living conditions, or

b.) Any alteration of a“historic structure” provided that the alteration will not preclude the structure’s
continued designaion asa “historic structure’, or

c.) Any improvement to a building.

Substantial Improvement - means any combination of reconstruction, alteration, or improvement to a building,
taking placewithin a ten (10) year period, in which the cumulative percentage of improvement equals or exceeds
fifty percent of the current market value of the building. For the purposes of this definition, an improvement occurs
when the first dteration of any wall, ceiling, floor, or other structural part of the building commences, whether or not
that alteration affects the external dimensions of the building.

The term does not apply to:
a) any project for improvement of a building required to comply with existing health, sanitary, or safety code
specifications which have been identified by the Code Enforcement Official and which are solely necessary

to assure safe living conditions, or

b.) Any alteration of a“historic structure” provided that the alteration will not preclude the structure's
continued des gnation asa “historic structure.” Or

c.) Any building that has been damaged from any source or is categorized as repetitive loss.
Substantially improved existing manufactured home parks or subdivisions is where the repair, reconstruction,
rehabilitation or improvement of the streets, utilities and pads equals or exceeds 50 percent of the value of the

streets, utilities and pads before the repair, reconstruction or improvement commenced.

Suspension means the removal of a participating community from the NFIP because the community has not enacted
and/or enforced the proper floodplain management regulations required for participation inthe NFIP.

V zone means the portion of the SFHA that extends from offshore to the inland limit of a primary frontal dune along
an open coast, and any other area subject to high-velocity wave action from storms or seismic sources.

V1-V30andV E zoneisthat portion of the SFHA inundated by the 100-year flood, coastal floods with velocity
hazards (wave action), baseflood elevationsare determined.
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Variance is a grant of relief from the requirements of this ordinance, which permits construction in a manner
otherwise prohibited by this ordinance where specific enforcement would resultin unnecessary hardship.

Violation means the failure of a structure or other development to be fully compliant with this ordinance. A
structureor other development without the elevation certificate other certifications, or other evidence of compliance
required in thisordinanceis presumed to be inviolation until such time as that documentation is provided.

Watercourse means a lake, river, creek, stream, wash, channel or other topographic feature on or over which waters
flow at least periodically. Watercourse includes specifically designated areas in which substantial flood damage
may occur.

Water surface elevaion means the height, in relation to the National Geodetic Vertical Datum (NGV D) of 1929, (or
other datum, where secified) of floods of various magnitudes and frequenciesin the floodplains of coastal or
riverine areas.

X zone means the area where the flood hazard is |ess than that in the SFHA. Shaded X zones shown on recent
FIRMs (B zones on older FIRMs) designate areas subject to inundation by the flood with a0.2-percent annual
probability of being equaled or exceeded (the 500-year flood). Unshaded X zones (C zones on older FIRMS)
designate ar eas where the annual exceedance probability of flooding is less than 0.2 percent.

Zone means a geographical area shown on a Flood Hazard Boundary Map or a Flood Insurance Rate Map that
reflectsthe severity or type of flooding in the area.

ARTICLE 3. GENERAL PROVISIONS

SECTION A. LANDSTO WHICH THIS ORDINANCE APPLIES.

This ordinance shall applyto all areasof spedal flood hazard (SFHA) within the jurisdiction of the City of
Vicksburg and areas determined by the community to be subject to periodic inundation by floodwaters, but are not
depicted onthe community’ sfederally developed flood insurance study, will bedesignated as a Community Flood
Hazard Area (CFHA).

SECTION B. BASIS FOR ESTABLISHING THE AREAS OF SPECIAL FLOOD HAZARD.

The areas of special flood hazard identified by the Federal Emergency Management Agency in the Flood Insurance
Rate Map (FIRM)’ map numbers: 2801760005C-September 29, 1989, 2801980025-0275-April 17, 1987; 280198-
0125C-April 17,1987; 280198 0200B, November 15,1979, 280176-0010C, September 29, 1989; 280198-0150B
November 15, 1979, 280198-0175B, November 15, 1979 , with accompanying maps and other supporting data, and
any revision thereto, are adop ted by reference and declared to be a part of this ordinance.

The Flo od Insurance Study is on file at Building & Inspection Department.

SECTION C. ESTABLISHMENT OF FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT PERMIT.

A development permit shall be required in conformance with the provision of this ordinance prior to the
commencement of any development activities in the areas of special flood hazard.

SECTION D. COMPLIANCE.

No structure or land shall hereafter be located, extended, converted or structurally altered without full compliance
with the terms of this ordinance and other applicable regulations.

SECTION E. ABROGATION AND GREATER RESTRICTIONS.

12



This ordinance is not intended to repeal, abrogate, or impair any existing easements, covenants, or deed restrictions.
However, where this ordinance and another conflict or overlap, whichever imposes the more stringent restrictions
shall prevail.

SECTION F. INTERPRETATION.

In the interpretation and application of this ordinance all provisons shall be:

(1) Considered as minimum requirements;

(2) Liberally construed in favor of the governing body, and;

(3) Deemed neither to limit nor repeal any other pow ers granted under state statutes.
SECTION G. WARNING AND DISCLAIMER OF LIABILITY.

The degree of flood protection required by this ordinance is consider ed reasonable for regulatory purposes and is
based on scientific and engineering consideration. Larger floods can and will occur on rare occasions. Flood
heights may beincreased by man-made or natural causes. This ordinance does not imply that land outside the areas
of special flood hazard or uses per mitted within such areas will be free from flooding or flood damages. This
ordinance shall not create liability on the part of Board of Mayor and A Idermen of the City of Vicksburg or by any
officer or employee thereof for any flood damages that result from reliance on this ordinance or any adminigrative
decision lawfully made thereunder.

SECTION H. PENALITIES FOR VIOLATION.

Violation of theprovisions of this ordinance or falure to comply with any of its requirements, including violation of
conditions and safeguards established in connection with grants of variance or special exceptions, shall constitute a
misdemeanor. Any person who violates this ordinance or fals to comply with any of its requirements shall, upon
conviction thereof, be fined not more than imprisoned for not more than or__} days, or both, and in addition,
shall pay all costs and expenses involved in the case. Each day such violation continuesshall be considered a
separate offense. Nothing herein contained shall prevent the floodplain administrator from taking such other lawful
actions as is necessary to prevent or remedy any violation.

ARTICLE 4. ADMINISTRATION.

SECTION A. DESIGNATION OF FLOOD DAMAGE PREVENTION ORDINANCE
ADMINISTRATOR.

The Board of Mayor and Aldermen of the City of Vicksburg hereby gopoints the Director of Building & Inspection
to administer and implement the provisions of this ordinance and is herein referred to as the Floodplain
Administrator and/or the administrator.

SECTION B. PERMIT PROCEDURES.

Application for a Development Permit shall be made to the Floodplain Administrator on forms furnished by him or
her prior to any development activities,in accordance with the Land Disturbance and Erosion Control Ordinance.

SECTION C. POWERS, DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIESOF THE FLOODPLAIN
ADMINISTRATOR.
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The Floodplain A dministrator and/or staff is hereby authorized and directed to enforce the provisions of this
ordinance. The administrator is further authorized to render interpretations of this ordinance, which are consistent
with itsspirit and purpose.

Right of Entry *

(1) Whenever necessary to make an inspection to enforce any of the provisions of thisordinance, or whenever
the administrator has reasonable cause to believe that there exists in any building or upon any premises any
condition or ordinance violation which makessuch building, sructure or premises unsae, dangerous or
hazardous, the administrator may enter such building, structure or premises at all reasonable times to
inspect the same or perform any duty imposed upon the administrator by this ordinance.

(2) If such building or premises are occupied, he shall first present proper credentials and requeg entry. If such
building, gructure, or premises are unoccupied, he shall first make a reasonable effort to locate the owner
or other persons having charge or control of such request entry.

(3) If entry is refused, the administrator shall have recourse to every remedy provided by law to secure entry.

(4 When the administrator shall have first obtaned a proper inspection warrant or other remedy provided by
law to secure entry, no owner or occupant or any other persons having charge, care or control of any
building, structure, or premises shall fail or neglect, after proper request is made as herein provided, to
promptly permit entry therein by the administrator for the purpose of inspection and examination pursuant
to this ordinance.

Stop Work Orders *

(1) Upon notice from the administrator, work on any building, structure or premises that is being done contrary
to the provisions of this ordinance shall immediately cease. Such notice shall be in writing and shall be
given to the owner of the property, or to hisagent, or to the person doing the work, and shall gate the
conditions under which work may be resumed.

Revocation of Permits *

(2) The administrator may revoke a permit or approval, issued under the provisions of this ordinance, in case
there has been any fal se statement or migrepresentation asto the material fact in the application or plans on
which the permit or approval was based.

(3) The administrator may revoke a permit upon determination by the administrator that the construction,
erection, alteration, repair, moving, demolition, installation, or replacement of the structure for which the
permit wasissued isin violation of, or not in conformity with, the provisions of this ordinance.

Duties of the administraor shall include, but not be limited to:

(1) Review all development permits to assure that the permit requirements of this ordinance have been
satified;

(2) Advise permittee that additional federal or state permits may be required, and if specific federal or state
permit requirements are known, require that copies of such permits be provided and maintained on file with
the development permit.

3) Notify adjacent communities, the State N FIP Coordinator, and other federal and/or state agencies with
statutory or regulatory authority prior to any alteration or relocation of awatercourse.

(4) Assure that maintenance is provided within the altered or relocated portion of said watercourse so that the
flood-carrying capacity is not diminished.

14



@)

(6)

(7
(8)

Verify and record the actual elevation (inrelation to mean sealevel) of thelowest floor (including
basement) of all new or substantially improved buildings, in accordance with Article 4, Section B (2).

Verify and record the actual elevation (in relation to mean sea level) to which the new or substantially
improved buildings have been flood-proofed, in accordance with Article 4, Section B (2).

Review certified plans and specificationsfor compliance.

Where interpretation is needed as to the exact |ocation of boundaries of the areas of special flood hazard

(for example, where there ap pears to be a conflict between a mapped boundary and actual field conditions)
the Floodplain Administrator shall make the necessary interpretation. The person contesting thelocation of
the boundary shall be given a reasonable opportunity to appeal the interpretation as provided in this article.

(9) When base flood devation data or floodway data have not been provided in accordance with Article 3,
Section B, then the Floodplain Administrator shall obtan, review and reasonably utilize any base flood
elevation and floodway data available from a federal, gate or other source, in order to administer the
provisions of Article 5.

Liability *

(1)

Any officer or employee, or member of the administrator’s staff, charged with the enforcement of this
ordinance, acting for the applicable governing authority in the discharge of his duties, shall notthereby
render himself personally liable, and ishereby relieved from all personal liability, for any damage that may
accrue to persons or property as aresult of any act required or permitted in the discharge of his duties. Any
suit brought against any officer or employee or member because of such act performed by him in the
enforcement of any provision of this ordinance shall be defended by the department of law until the final
termination of the proceedings.

ARTICLES5. PROVISIONS FOR FLOOD HAZARD REDUCTION.

SECTION A. GENERAL STANDARDS.

In all areas of special flood hazard the following provisions are required:

(2)

(3

(4)

()

(6)

New construction and substantial improvements shall be anchored to prevent flotation, collapse or lateral
movement of the structure;

Manufactured homes shall be anchored to prevert flotation, collapse or lateral movement. Methods of
anchoring may include, but are not limited to, use of over-the-top or frame ties to ground anchors. This
standard shall be in addition to and consistent with applicable state requirements for resisting wind forces;

New construction and substantial improvements shall be constructed with materials and utility equipment
resistant to flood damage;

New construction or substantial improvements shall be constructed by methods and practices that minimize
flood damage;

Electrical, heating, ventilation, plumbing, air conditioning equipment and other srvice facilities shall be

designed and/or located so as to prevent water from entering or accumulating within the components during
conditions of flooding;
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(8)

(9)

(10)

(11)

(12)

(1)

(2

(3

New and replacement water supply systems shall be designed to minimize or eliminate infiltration of flood
waters into the system;

New and replacement sanitary sewage systems shall be desgned to minimize or eliminate infiltration of
flood waters into the systems and discharges from the systems into flood waters;

On-site waste disposal systemsshall be located and constructed to avoid impairment to them or
contamination from them during flooding;

Any alteration, repair, reconstruction or improvements to a building that is in compliance with the
provisions of this ordinance shall meet the requirements of “new construction” as contained in this
ordinance; and,

Any alteration, repair, reconstruction or improvements to a building that is not in compliance with the
provisions of this ordinance, shall be undertaken only if said non-conformity is not furthered, extended, or

replaced.

New construction and substantial improvementsbuilt on fill shall be constructed on the properly designed

and compacted fill that extends beyond the building walls before dropping below the base flood elev ation,
and shall hav e appropriate protection from erosion and scour.*

SECTION B. SPECIFIC STANDARDS.

In all areas of special flood hazard where base flood elevation data have been provided, as set forth in
Article 3, Section B, the following provisions are required:

Residential Construction New construction or substantial improvement of any residential building (or
manufactured home) shall have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated no lower than two (2) feet
above the base flood elevation. Should solid foundation perimeter walls be used to elevate a structure,
openings sufficient to facilitate the unimpeded movements of floodwaters shall beprovided in accordance
with standards of Article 5, Section B (3).

Non-Residential Construction. New construction or substantial improvement of any commercial, industrial,
or non-residential building (or manufactur ed home) shall have the lowest floor, including basement,
elevated to no lower than two (2) feet above the level of the base flood elevation. Buildings located in all
A-Zones may be flood-proofed in lieu of being elevated provided that all areas of the building below the
BFE (plus any community free board) elevation are water tight with walls substantially impermeable to the
passage of water, and use structural components having the capability of resiging hydrostatic and
hydrodynamic loads and the effect of buoyancy. A registered professional engineer or architect shall

certify that the gandards of this subsection are satisied. Such certification shall be provided to the official
as set forth in Article 4, Section C (9).

Elevated Buildings. New construction or substantial improvements of elevated buildings that include fully

enclosed areas formed by foundation and other exterior walls below the base flood elevations shdl be

designed to preclude finished living space and designed to allow for the entry and exit of floodwaters to

automatically equalize hydrostatic flood forces on exterior walls.

a.) Designs for complying with this requirement must either be certified by a professional engineer or
architect or meet the following minimum criteria:

(0] Provide a minimum of two openings having a total net area of not |ess than one square inch
for every square foot of enclosed area subject to flooding;

(i) The bottom of dl openings shall be no higher than one foot above foundation interior grade
(which must be equal to in elevation or higher than the exterior foundation grade); and,
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(4)

*

d.)

e)

f)

(iii) Openings may be equipped with screens, louvers, valves or other coverings or devices
provided they permit the automatic flow of floodwaters in both directions.

Access to the enclosed area shall be minimum necessary to allow for parking of vehicles (garage door)
or limited storage of maintenance equipment used in connectionwith the premises (standard exterior
door) or entry to the living area (dairway or elevator); and

The interior portion of such enclosed area shall not be partitioned or finished into separate rooms.

Wher e elevation requirements exceed 6 feet above the highest adj acent grade, a copy of the legally
recorded deed restriction prohibiting the conversion of the area below the lowest floor to a use or
dimension contrary to the building’s originally approved design, shall be presented as a condition of
issuance of the final Certificate of Occupancy. *

Standards for Manufactured Homes and Recreational V ehicles.

a)

All manufactured homes placed, or substantially improved, on individual lots or parcels, in existing
manufactured home parks or subdivisions, in expansionsto exiging manufactured home parksor
subdivisions in new manufactured home parks or subdivisions orin substantially improved
manufactured home parks or subdivisions, must meet all the requirements for new construction,
including elevation and anchoring.

Manufactured homes must be:

(i) Elevated on a permanent foundation, and

(i) Have its lowest floor elevated no lower than two (2) feet above the level of the base flood
elevation, and

(iii) Be securely anchored to an adequately anchored foundation system to resist flotation, collapse
and lateral movement.

b) Excepting manufactured homes that have incurred substantial damage as a result of aflood, all
manufactured homes placed or substantially improved in an existing manufactured home park or
subdivision must be elevated so that:

)] The manufactured home is securely anchored to an adequately anchored foundation system to
resist flotation, collapse and lateral movement, and

(i) The lowest floor of the manufactured home is elevated no lower than two (2)_feet above the
level of the base flood elevaion, or

(iv) The manufactured home chassis is supported by reinforced piers or other foundation elements
of at least an equivalent strength, of no less than 36 inches in height above the highest
adjacent grade.

Although section b conforms to 44 CFR Section 60.3 (c)(6) and (12), it can be removed and would result in
a higher regulatory standard.

e.) All recreational vehicles placed on sites must either:

(i) Be on sitefor fewer than 180 consecutive days, or

(ii)  Befullylicensed and ready for highway use, or
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(iii)  Must meet all the requirements for new construction, including anchoring and elevation
requirements of Article 5, Section B (4)(a) or (b) (i) and (iii), above.

A recreational vehicle is ready for highway use if it islicensed and insured in accordance with the Stae of
Mississppi motor vehicle regulaions,is on its wheelsor jacking system, is attached to the site only by
quick disconnect type utilities and security devices and has no permanently attached additions. All
recreational vehicles, which are not self-propelled, must comply with FEMA Technical Bulletin
“Guidelines for the Placement of T emporary Structures in Special Flood Hazard Areas.

Floodways. Located within areas of gpecial flood hazard established in Article3, Section B, are areas
designated as floodways. Since the floodway is an extremely hazardous areadue to thevelocity of flood
waters which carry debris, potential proj ectiles and has erosion potential, the following provisions shall

apply:

a) Prohibit encroachments, including fill, new construction, substantial improvements and other
developments unless certification (with supporting technical data) by a registered professional
engineer is provided demonstraing that encroachmentsshall not result inany increase in flood
levels during occurrence of the base flood discharge;

b.) If Article 5, Section B (5)(a) is satisfied, all new construction and substantial improvements shall
comply with all applicable flood hazard reduction provisions of Article 5.
c.) Prohibit the placement of manufactured homes (mobile homes), except in an existing

manufactured homes (mobile homes) park or subdivision. A replacement manufactured home may
be placed on alot in an existing manufactured home park or subdivision provided the anchoring
standards of Article 5, Section A (2), and the elevation standards of Article 5, Section B (1) and
the encroachment stand ards of Article 5, Section B (5) (a), are met. *

SECTION C. STANDARDS FOR STREAMS WITHOUT ESTABLISHED BASE FLOOD
ELEVATION AND/OR FLOODWAYS. *

Located within theareas of special flood hazard and community flood hazard areas established in Article 3, Section
B, where flood sourcesexist but where no base flood datahas been provided or wherebase flood data hasbeen
provided without floodways, the following provisions apply:

(1) When base flood devation data or floodway data have not been provided in Accordance with Article 3, Section

B, then the local administrator shall obtain, review, and reasonably utilize any base flood elevation and
floodway data available from a federd, state, or other source, in order to administer the provisions of
Article 5. If data is not available from outside sources, then the following provisions (2, 3 and 4) shall

apply.

(2) In special flood hazard areas with base flood elevations (Zones AE and A1-30) but without floodways, no

©)

encroachments, including fill material or structures, shall be permitted unless certification by a registered
professional engineer is provided demonstrating that the cumulative effect of the proposed development,
when combined with all other exiging and anticipated development, will not increase the water surface
elevation of the base flood more than one foot at any point within the community. The engineering
certification must be supported by technical data that conforms to standard hydraulic engineering
principles.

No encroachments, induding fill material or structures, shall be located within a distance of the stream
bank equal to /  } times the width of the dream at the top of thebank or{  { } feet} each sidefrom
the top of the bank, whichev er is greater, unless certification by a registered professional engineer is
provided demonstrating that such encroachment shall not result in any increase in flood levels during the
occurrence of thebase flood discharge.
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(4) When base flood elevation data or floodway data are not available in accordance with Article 4, Section C
(9), in Special Flood Hazard Areas and Community Flood Hazard Areas without Base Flood Elevation
Data, new construction or substantial improvements of structures shall be elevated or flood proofed to
elevations established by the community. The flood plain administrator shall obtain, review and reasonably
utilize any base flood elevation and floodway data available from afederal, state or other source, in order to
administer the provisions of Article 5 of this ordinance. The referencefor this actionisto be FEMA 265
“Managing Floodplain Development in Approximate Zone A Areas: A Guide for Obtaining and
Developing Bas Flood Elevation”, dated July 1995.

SECTION D. STANDARDS FOR SHALLOW FLOODING ZONES.

Located within theareas of special flood hazard established in Article 3, Section B, are areas designated as shallow
flooding areas. These areas have flood hazards associated with base flood depths of one to three feet (1 — 3’), where
aclearly defined channel does not exist and the water path of flooding isunpredictable and indeterminate; therefore,
the following provisions apply:

(1) All new construction and substantial improvements of residential structures shall:

a) Have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to or above either the base flood devation or
in Zone AO the flood depth specified on the Flood Insurance Rate Map, above the highest adjacent
grade. InZone AQ, if no flood depth is spedfied, the lowest floor, including basement, shall be
elevated no less than two (2) feet above the highest adj acent grade.

(5) All new construction and substantial improvements of non-residential structures shall:
a) Have the lowest floor, including basement, elevated to or above either the base flood devation or
in Zone AO the flood depth specified on the Flood Insurance Rate Map, above the highest adjacent

grade. InZone AQ, if no flood depth is spedfied, the lowest floor, including basement, shall be
elevated no less than two (2) feet above the highest adj acent grade.

b.) Together with attendant utility and sanitary facilities be completely flood proofed either to the base
flood elevation or above or, in Zone AO, to or above the gecified flood depth plus a minimum of
one foot so that any space below that level iswatertight with walls substantially impermeable to
the passage of water and with structural components having the capability of resisting hydrostatic

and hydrodynamic loadsand effects of buoyancy. Certification isrequired as gated in Article 5,
Section B (2).

SECTION E. STANDARDS FOR ACCESSORY BUILDINGS IN ALL ZONES BEGINNING WITH
THE LETTER ‘A’

For all accessory buildingsin Special Flood Hazard Areas (SFHA) designated ‘A’ the following provisions shall
apply:

(1) Building to be non-habitable;
(2) Must be anchored to resist floatation forces;

(3) Will require flood openings / vents no more than one-foot above grade, total openings are to be one square
inch per one square foot of floor area, at |east two openings required on opposite walls;

(4) Built of flood resistant materials;

(5) Must elevate utilities above the base flood elevation;
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Can only be used for storage or parking;
Cannot be modified for adifferent use after permitting; and,

Must have it’s lowest floor elevation documented.

SECTION G. STANDARDS FOR SUBDIVISION PROPOSALS.
All subdivigon proposals shall be consistent with the need to minimize flood damage;

All subdivison proposals shall have public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical and water
systems located and constructed to minimize flood damage;

All subdivision proposal sshall have adequate drainage provided to reduce exposure to flood hazards and;

Base flood elevation data shall be provided for all new subdivision proposals and other proposed
development (including manufactured home parks and subdivisions), which is greater than fifty lots or five
acres, whichever is the |lesser.

Where only a small portion of the subdivision lot or lotsis in a designated Zone A Special Flood Hazard
Areainundated by 100-year flood with no base flood elevations determined and there is sufficient ground
slope on the site to avoid possible flooding of structures in Zone X areas determined to be outside 500 year
floodplain. The Floodplain Administrator may waive the requirement for a study to determine the base
flood elevations.

In order for the Floodplain Administrator to consider waiving the requirement of Section E (4) the applicant
must provide an accurate topographic data and map for the lot or lots in question certified by alicensed land
surveyor and/or professional civil engineer indicating sufficient detail to allow a thorough review by the
Floodplain Administrator.

SECTION I. CRITICAL FACILITIES.

Construction of new critical facilities shall be, to the extent possible, located outside the limitsof the
special flood hazard area (SFHA) (100-year floodplain). Construction of new critical facilitiesshall be
permissible within the SFH A if no feasible alternative site is available. Critical facilities constructed within
the SFHA shall have the lowest floor elevated three feet or more above the level of the base flood elevation
at the dte. Hoodproofing and sealing measures must be taken to ensure that toxic substances will not be
displaced by or released into floodwaters. Access routes elevaed to or éove the level of the base flood
elevation shall be provided to all critical facilitiesto the extent possible.

ARTICLE 6. VARIANCE PROCEDURES.

SECTION A. DESIGNATION OF VARIANCE AND APPEALS BOARD.

The Board of Mayor and A ldermen of the City of Vicksburg shall hear and decide appeal s and requests for
variances from requirements of this ordinance.

SECTION B. DUTIES OF VARIANCE AND APPEALSBOARD.
The Board of M ayor and Aldermen shall hear and decide appeals when it is alleged an error in any
requirement, decision, or determination is made by the Floodplain Administrator in the enforcement or

administration of thisordinance. Any person aggrieved by the decision of the Board of Mayor and
Aldermen may appeal such dedsion to the appropriate court, as provided in statute.
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SECTION C. VARIANCE PROCED URES.

In passing upon such applications, the Board of Mayor and Alderment shall consider all technical
evaluations, all relevant factors, sandards specified in other sections of this ordinance, and:

The danger that materials may be swept onto other lands to the injury of others;
The danger of life and property due to flooding or erosion damage

The susceptibility of the proposed facility and its contents to flood damage and the effect of such damage
on the individual owner;

The importance of the services provided by the proposed facility to the community;
The necessity to the facility of a waterfront location, where applicable;

The availability of alternative locations for the proposed use which are not aubject to flooding or erosion
damage;

The compatibility of the proposed use with existing and anticipated development;
The relationship of the proposed use to the comprehensve plan and floodplain management program for
that area;

The safety of access to the property in times of flood for ordinary and emergency vehicles;

The expected heights, velocity, duration, rate of rise, and sediment of transport of the flood waters and the
effects of wave action, if applicable, expected atthe site; and,

The costs of providing governmental services during and after flood conditions, including maintenance and
repair of public utilities and facilities such as sewer, gas, electrical, and water systems, and streets and
bridges.

SECTION D. CONDITIONS FOR VARIANCES.

Variances shall only be issued when thereis:

a) A showing of good and sufficient cause;
b.) A determination that failure to grant the variance would resultin exceptional hardship; and,
c.) A determination that the granting of a variance will notresult in increased flood heights, additional

threats to public expense, create nuisance, cause fraud on or victimization of the public, or conflict
with existing local laws or ordinances.

Variances shall only be issued upon a determination that the variance is the minimum necessary,
considering the flood hazard, to afford relief; and in the instance of an “higoric sructure,” a determination
that the variance is the minimum necessary so as not to destroy the higoric character and design of the
building.

Any applicant to whom a variance isgranted shall be given written notice secifyingthe difference between
the base flood elevaion and the elevation to which the lowest floor is to be built and stating tha the cog of
flood insurance will becommensurate with the increased risk resulting from the reduced lowest floor
elevation. (See Article 6, Section E.)
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The Floodplain A dministrator shall maintain the records of all appeal actions and report any variances to
the Federal Emergency Management Agency or M ississippi Emergency M anagement Agency upon request.
(See Section E.)

SECTION E. VARIANCENOTIFICATION.

Any applicant to whom a variance is granted shall be given written notice over the signature of a
community official that:

The issuance of a variance to construct a structure below the base flood elevation will result inincreased
premium rates for flood insurance up to amounts ashigh as$25 for $100 of insurance coverage, and;

Such construction below the base flood level increases risks to life and property. A copy of the notice shall
be recorded by the Floodplain Administrator in the Office of the City Clerk.

The Floodplain A dministrator will maintain arecord of all variance actions, including justification for their
issuance, and report such variances issued in the community’ s biennial report submission to the Federal
Emergency Management A gency.

SECTION F. HISTORIC STRUCTU RES.

Variances may be issued for the repair or rehabilitation of * historic structures” upon a determination that

the proposed repair or rehabilitation will not preclude the structure’s continued designation as an “historic

structure’ and the variance is the minimum to preserve the historic character and design of the structure.
SECTION G. SPECIAL CONDITIONS.

Upon consideraion of the factors listed in Article 6, and the purposes of this ordinance, the Board of Mayor
and Aldermen may attach such conditions to the granting of variances, as it deems necessary to further the
purposes of this ordinance.

SECTION H. NO-IM PACT CERTIFICATION WITHIN THE FLOODWAY.

Variances shall not be issued within any designated floodway if any impact in flood conditions or increase
in flood levels during the base flood discharge would result.

ARTICLE 7. SEVERABILITY.

If any section, clause, sentence, or phrase of the Ordinance is held to be invalid or unconstitutional by any
court of competent jurisdiction, then said holding shall in no way effect the validity of the remaining
portions of this Ordinance.
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